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EU Anti-Dumping and Other Trade Defence Instruments is Van
Bael & Bellis’ treatise on the European Union’s trade
defence instruments. It is the result of the collective work
of the trade law team of this Brussels-based boutique firm,
one of the best in the field. The fourth edition of this
book, published in 2004, already presented a very detailed
description of the EU’s practice in this specialized area of
law. This subsequent edition is a comprehensive update on
the previous edition, reflecting all changes, small and big,
that have happened in the past seven years.

The book is divided into four main parts, each dealing
with one specific trade defence instrument. Part I, on anti-
dumping measures, receives most of the authors’ attention
by far, with 648 pages of the book devoted to it. The other
parts are shorter: 50 pages on subsidies and countervailing
measures (Part II), 50 pages on safeguard measures (Part
III), and 66 pages on the Trade Barrier Regulation (Part
IV). This is preceded by a nineteen-page general
introduction and is followed by a useful compilation of the
relevant EU and WTO texts (535 pages).

The first part, on anti-dumping measures, is one of the
most exhaustive analyses of the EU’s anti-dumping
practice currently available. The first three chapters are
dedicated to the substantive elements required for the
imposition of anti-dumping measures: dumping, injury,
and Union interest. In the first chapter, each element of
dumping is reviewed in great detail: normal value, export
price, adjustments, calculation of the dumping margin,
and the specific regime applicable to non-market economy
countries. The second chapter, on injury, reviews the
concepts of like product; Union industry; material injury
per se, with a specific section on injury in review
investigations; and causality. The third chapter discusses
the insufficiently defined concept of Union industry, how
it is understood today, and the failed attempts by the
penultimate trade commissioner to broaden the concept.

The fourth chapter reviews the two types of anti-
dumping measures that can be imposed against dumped
products causing injury: duties or price undertaking. The
fifth and final chapter of Part I contains a 188-page review

of the procedural aspects of the various types of EU anti-
dumping investigations: original investigations, partial or
full interim reviews, new exporter reviews, refund, anti-
circumvention, anti-absorption, expiry reviews, and
reviews for the implementation of reports of the WTO
dispute settlement body. All stages of these investigations
are covered, from the filing of complaints with the EU
Commission’s complaint office to judicial review of the
regulations imposing the measures by the EU courts.

The second part of the book (Part II) more briefly
reviews the legislation and practice of the EU in anti-
subsidy investigations. The two sections of particular
interest are those concerning the description of what
countervailable subsidies are, where key concepts are
reviewed (such as financial contribution by the
government, the benefit conferred, and specificity), as well
as the section discussing the calculation of the subsidy
amount, where each type of subsidy is presented, together
with detailed explanations regarding the calculation of the
subsidy amount broken down by subsidy type. The
sections on injury, Union interest, reliefs available, and
procedure are much shorter and are, to a large extent,
references to the corresponding chapters of Part I.

Part III on safeguard measures provides a detailed
review of this third type of trade defence instruments. Out
of the two substantial elements reviewed, serious injury
(the concept is not identical to the material injury of anti-
dumping and anti-subsidy investigations) receives most of
the authors’ attention, while Union interest is briefly
discussed. The reliefs available; quantitative quotas,
possibly combined with duties; and surveillance measures
receive a particularly detailed treatment. The limited
number of EU safeguard investigations probably explains
the shorter length of this section.

Finally, Part IV deals with the Trade Barrier
Regulation, actually more of a trade offence than a trade
defence instrument, with, as a purpose, the removal by a
third country of obstacles to trade incompatibly with the
WTO or any other bilateral or multilateral trade
agreements. This Part IV provides a general overview of
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the instrument, with first a presentation of the substantial
elements in trade barrier investigations: the existence of an
obstacle to trade, material injury or threat thereof, or
alternatively adverse trade effects or threat thereof, and
Union interest. The authors then review the reliefs
available and the procedural aspects of a trade barrier
investigation.

The main strength of the fifth edition of Van Bael &
Bellis’ EU Anti-Dumping and Other Trade Defence Instruments
is, no doubt, its exhaustiveness, in particular, on the anti-
dumping measures. All relevant EU regulations, case law
of the EU courts, and reports adopted by the WTO
dispute settlement body are analysed and presented or
referenced in the extensive footnotes that take a good share
of most pages of the book. However, the authors
frequently limit their exhaustive presentation to a
description of the practice of the EU institutions without

sharing much insight or analysis of the practices reviewed.
As a consequence, the reader will know what the EU
institutions do but will often not know what the authors
think about it and, potentially, how the legislation could
be improved from their respective points of view.

Few books, if any, match the exhaustive compilation
and presentation of the EU’s trade defence law and practice
made by Van Bael & Bellis in this fifth edition of EU
Anti-Dumping and Other Trade Defence Instruments. The
casual trade law practitioner might find it onerous to
navigate his or her way through this very substantial piece
of work. More experienced professionals, however, in law
firms, consultancies, or trade associations, for instance,
will find in this book a wealth of resources and references
(some of these, to old cases that are difficult to find
elsewhere), making it an essential buy.
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