
 

 

 
 
 
Post-SCOTUS State Medicaid Expansion Outlook 
 
Not Participating (5 States) 
STATE  STATUS  PARTY 

LANDSCAPE  
(Gov./Senate/House) 

Florida Gov. Rick Scott said, “Florida will opt out of 
spending approximately $1.9 billion more 
taxpayer dollars required to implement a 
massive entitlement expansion of the 
Medicaid program.” 

R/R/R 

Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every 
governor’s got two critical decisions to make. 
One is do we set up these exchanges. And, 
secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And, no, 
in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of 
those things” 

R/R/R 
 

Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to 
participate in the Medicaid expansion, 
according to Bryant spokesperson Mick 
Bullock 

R/R/R 
 

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley (R) announced that South 
Carolina “will NOT expand Medicaid, or 
participate in any health exchanges” 

R/R/R 

Texas Gov. Rick Perry sent a letter to Sec. Sebelius 
stating he has no intention of implementing 
any portion of the ACA.  

R/R/R 
 

 
 
Leaning No (6 States) 
STATE STATUS SUMMARY Political Landscape 

(Gov./Senate/House) 
Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad is assessing the Supreme 

Court ruling, though he expects to forgo the 
expansion. “Here’s the problem: The federal 
government has done this again and again: 
‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do 
all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t 
happen, and then the taxpayers of the state get 
stuck with it,” Branstad said. 

R/D/R 

Maine 
 
 

Unlike other states, the question getting 
attention in Maine centers on the existing 
Medicaid Maintenance of Effort (MOE) 

R/R/R 



 

 

(cont’d) requirement, and whether the Supreme 
Court’s ruling effectively eliminated it.  It 
seems likely given Sec. Sebelius’s explicit 
guidance that MOE was unchanged by the 
ruling, that Gov. LePage will be forced to 
comply.  By the same token, given the 
governors inclination to reduce existing 
Medicaid eligibility coupled with a 
Republican-controlled legislature, expansion 
seems unlikely.   

Missouri Gov. Nixon (D) said, “There are a myriad of 
issues, and ultimately our goal is to make sure 
that Missourians have access to affordable 
health insurance while continuing to keep our 
fiscal house in order.” However Lt. 
Gov. Peter Kinder (R) said the Medicaid 
expansion would be “a break-the-bank 
provision for the state of Missouri.” In 
addition, the Republican dominated state 
legislature is largely on record opposing the 
expansion.   

D/R/R 

Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman has stated he will block 
attempts to expand his state’s Medicaid 
program because the cost would have to come 
from other priorities or tax increases.   

R/Non-Partisan, 
Unicameral 
Legislature  

Nevada Gov. Sandoval has indicated he is leaning 
toward not expanding Nevada’s Medicaid 
program.  

R/D/D 

New Jersey Gov. Christie has noted that New Jersey’s 
Medicaid program was expanded to cover an 
additional 70,000 childless adults in April 
2011 

R/D/D 

 
Leaning Yes (3 States) 
STATE STATUS SUMMARY PARTY CONTROL

Gov./Senate/House 
Arkansas Gov. Beebe noted that Arkansas residents 

would be sending money to other states if he 
did not proceed with the expansion, indicating 
he is inclined to expand Medicaid as directed 
under the ACA.     

D/D/D   

Oregon Gov. Kitzhaber expressed confidence that the 
state legislature will approve a Medicaid 
Expansion 

D/D(16-14)/Split (30-
30) 

Rhode Island  
 

Gov. Chaffee and his state’s Health Secretary 
have pledged to support full expansion of their 

I/D/D 



 

 

(cont’d) state’s Medicaid program. 
 
Participating (10 States and DC) 
STATE STATUS SUMMARY PARTY CONTROL

Gov./Senate/House 
California Gov. Brown has indicated he will fully 

implement the ACA, including the Medicaid 
expansion. 

D/D/D   

Connecticut Connecticut was one of the first states to 
initiate a Medicaid expansion when the ACA 
became law, and is fully expected to proceed as 
such.   

D/D/D   

Delaware Gov. Markell is on board with full 
implementation of the ACA.  

D/D/D   

DC DC had already begun its Medicaid expansion, 
and Mayor Gray has said it will continue to do 
so.  

 

Hawaii Hawaii officials plan to have expansion of the 
state’s Medicaid program on track.   

D/D/D   

Illinois Illinois intends to fully cooperate with all 
provisions of the ACA.  

D/D/D   

Maryland Gov. O’Malley intends to implement the 
expansion.  

D/D/D   

Massachusetts Massachusetts is an early expansion state.  D/D/D   
Minnesota Minnesota began its expansion last year.  D/R/R 
Vermont Vermont already meets the expansion criteria.  D/D/D   
Washington Gov. Gregoire “supports the Medicaid 

expansion – and Washington will move 
forward.”  Eyes will also be on the November 
election to determine Gregoire’s successor.  

D/D/D   

 
 
Undecided (26 States) 
STATE STATUS SUMMARY PARTY 

CONTROL 
Gov./Senate/House

Alabama Gov. Bentley has not indicated his intentions 
regarding the expansion.  

R/R/R 

Alaska Gov. Parnell stated it may be months before 
Alaska makes a decision. 

R/Split (10-10)/R 

Arizona Gov. Brewer’s office has cited lack of federal 
guidance in the wake of the ruling in stating 
that it may be months before a decision is 
reached.  

R/R/R 

Colorado 
 

Gov. Hickenlooper’s aide stated it was too 
soon to say whether the state would proceed 

D/D/R 



 

 

(cont’d) with the Medicaid expansion 
Georgia "To pay for the expansion without tax 

increases would require the state to cut nearly 
a quarter of its annual budget," said Brian 
Robinson, a Deal spokesman.  

R/R/R 

Idaho Gov. Otter continues to weigh his options to 
make health care more affordable for Idaho 
residents. 

R/R/R 

Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels (R) said, “Any decision 
to expand Medicaid in 2014 is entirely the 
province of the next General Assembly and 
governor.” It’s likely Indiana will elect a 
Republican governor 

R/R/R 

Kansas Gov. Brownback will decide after the 
November elections.  

R/R/R 

Kentucky Gov. Beshear said he is still determining what 
the ruling means and what his options are.   

D/R/D 

Michigan Gov. Snyder’s spokesperson said the 
administration wants to examine the cost of 
the expansion to assess the “best course of 
action” for the state. 

R/R/R 

Montana Focus will be on the gubernatorial election to 
replace outgoing Gov. Schweitzer, though the 
GOP state legislature will likely push against 
expansion.  

D/R/R 

New Hampshire Gov. Lynch has not commented on whether 
NH will opt-out, though he has expressed 
concern in the past about paying for NH’s 
existing Medicaid population.  And the clock 
is ticking with a toss-up election to replace 
Gov. Lynch in November.  

D/R/R 

New Mexico Gov. Martinez (R) has not decided whether 
the state will expand Medicaid, saying she’s 
reviewing the ruling and will proceed in a 
manner that best protects the safety net for 
New Mexicans in a responsible and 
sustainable manner.  

R/D/D 

New York Gov. Cuomo said, “I am pleased the Supreme 
Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked 
forward to working with the “Obama 
administration to ensure accessible, quality 
care for all New Yorkers.” 

D/R/D 

North Carolina 
 
 
 

A spokesperson for Gov. Perdue said the 
governor has been in contact with HHS 
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the 
Medicaid expansion and will review the 

D/R/R 



 

 

(cont’d) Supreme Court’s ruling to determine how it 
might affect North Carolina.  Watchful eyes 
will also be looking to November for Gov. 
Perdue’s successor.  

North Dakota Gov. Dalrymple has said that his staff is 
analyzing the court’s ruling, but it is unclear 
whether the state will participate in the 
Medicaid 

R/R/R 

Ohio  Gov. Kasich is undecided and said he does 
not plan to set a “deadline” to make his 
decision. “We are very concerned that a 
sudden, dramatic increase in Medicaid 
spending could threaten Ohio’s ability to 
pursue needed reforms in other areas” 

R/R/R 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided 
whether Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid 
expansion. 

R/R/R 

Pennsylvania Gov. Corbett said, “…we can all agree there 
are Pennsylvanians who need our help. 
However, expanding government 
bureaucracy, government programs and 
government spending is not the answer” 

R/R/R 

South Dakota Gov. Daugaard has stated he will not decide 
until after the election.  

R/R/R 

Tennessee Gov. Haslam said, “We don’t really know 
what we’re going to do … but the cost impact 
to the state is very significant” 

R/R/R 

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration 
is conducting a thorough legal and policy 
review of the Supreme Court ruling, but he 
did not comment on whether the state would 
expand its Medicaid program 

R/R/R 

Virginia Gov. McDonnell sent a letter to Sec. Sebelius 
on July 10th asking for answers to many 
questions related to exchanges and Medicaid 
Expansion 

R/Split (20-20)/R 

West Virginia Gov. Tomblin - We’re going to review the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, and work with our 
federal delegation on how we move forward” 

D/D/D 

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker stated WI will not move 
forward with ACA implementation until at 
least after the November elections. 

R/D/R 

Wyoming Gov. Mead continues to review options.  R/R/R 
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