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As a consultant and legal counsel, Dan represents developers, green businesses and localities 
around the world, advising them on traditional neighborhood development, conservation 
development, eco-industrial projects, distributed generation and business matters.  He assists 
developers of sustainable new towns, biomass projects and innovative utility projects.  He 
also represents localities developing innovative regulatory approaches.

Dan is national counsel for the U.S. Green Building Council (developers of the LEEDfi green 
building rating system), and the Congress for the New Urbanism.  Among his other public 
interest clients are the Seaside Institute, the World Green Building Council, Greening America, 
the Eco-Industrial Development Council and Green Roofs for Healthy Cities.

Combining extensive experience in environmental issues, land use issues, utilities and 
sophisticated business and real estate transactions, Dan�s practice is far reaching. He works 
on land use and environmental permitting for large-scale projects including power facilities, 
solid waste management facilities and towns, as well as mining issues and the development 
of large-scale, mixed-use projects around the world.

Dan has assisted clients in dealing with wetland permitting and enforcement for almost two 
decades. He has developed a unique practice focusing on green and responsible development, 
in addition to a related focus on the converged communication, power and essential services 
industries. He provides the real estate, land use and environmental solutions his clients 
need.

Professional Af�liations
�	Congress for the New Urbanism (Charter Member)

�	U.S. Green Building Council (Member)

�	Eco-Industrial Development Council (Advisory Board Member, Former Board Member, 
Charter Member)

�	Seaside Institute (Board Member)

�	Green Roofs for Healthy Cities (Board Member, Charter Member)

�	Inger and Walter Rice Center for Environmental Life Sciences 
(Board Member, Committee Chair)

�	Greening America (Board Member)

�	National Charrette Institute (Board Member)

�	Form Based Code Institute (Board Member)

�	Board of Advisors for BNA�s Environmental Due Diligence Guide

Education
�	Birmingham-Southern College, Summa Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa, Degrees in Political 

Science and Philosophy

�	University of Michigan, School of Law, J.D., with honors
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Representative Speaking Engagements & Articles
�	�New Urban Design and Crime Prevention�, Virginia Crime Prevention Association 

Conference, Richmond, VA (March 20, 2007)

�	�Legal Aspects of Form Based Coding�, Form-Based Coding Workshop-101 presented by 
Form Based Codes Institute, Phoenix, AZ (February 21, 2007)

�	�Green Urbanism: Creating Sustainable Communities on All Levels,� Governor�s Housing 
Conference 2006, Norfolk Marriott Waterside, Norfolk, VA (November 29, 2006)

�	�Mixed Use Development and Crime Prevention� � Virginia Crime Prevention Association, 
Richmond, VA (November 16, 2006)

�	�Legal Issues of the SmartCode�, Andres Duany and the SmartCode Workshop, Las Vegas, 
NV (October 19, 2006)

�	�Legal Rami�cations of Green Practice,� Virginia Center for Architecture � Ten Shades of 
Green, Richmond, VA (September 15, 2006)

�	�Legal Issues,� Seaside Institute and the Seabrook Land Company � Traditional Neighborhood 
Development on the West Coast: Building Great Communities, Portland, Oregon (August 
16-18, 2006)

�	�A Practitioner�s Guide to Debunking the Myths of Traditional Neighborhood Development,� 
Virginia State Bar 68th Annual Meeting, Virginia Beach, VA (June 16, 2006)

�	�Powering Code Reform: A Rhode Island Case Study,� CNU XIV-Developing the New 
Urbanism, Providence, RI (June 1-4, 2006)

�	�Building Community: Beyond the Building,� CNU XIV-Developing the New Urbanism, 
Providence, RI (June 1-4, 2006)

�	�New Communities: Mixed-Use and Green; Sustainable and Pro�table,� 2nd Annual ULI 
Conference � Developing Green: Sustainability Entering the Mainstream, Seattle, WA 
(April 10, 2006)

�	�Legal Issues of the SmartCode,� Andres Duany and the SmartCode Workshop, Biloxi, MS 
(March 4, 2006)

�	�Gaining Public Support for Your Project,� National Association of Home Builders, 2006 
International Builders� Show, Orlando, FL (January 14, 2006)

Publications
�	�The Energy of Eco-industrial Development� and �Legal Aspects of Eco-industrial 

Development,� Eco-industrial Strategies-Unleashing Synergy Between Economic 
Development and the Environment (November 2003)

�	�Mixing New Urban and Sustainable Development Practices,� Urban Land Institute 
Richmond (May 2002)

�	�An Argument for Sustainable New Urbanism,� New Urban Post III (March 2002)

�	�Overcoming Impediments to Implementing New Urbanism,� New Urban News (April/May 
2001)

�	�Civano - Oasis or Mirage?� Council Report (March/April 2001)

�	�The National Historic Preservation Act�What a Developer Needs to Know,� Land 
Development (Spring/Summer 1997)

�	�Wetlands Reform: Is the Tide Turning?� Probate & Property (July/August 1996) American 
Bar Association

�	�Open for Business: The Legislative Framework of the Republic of Kazakhstan,� Caspian 
Crossroads (Summer/Fall 1995)

�	�Haymount and the Developer�s Lament,� National Wetlands Newsletter (March/April 
1995)

�	�The Birds and the Trees: What Every Developer Should Know About the Endangered 
Species Act,� Probate & Property (March/April 1995) American Bar Association

�	�The Planner as Warrior (Together with an Argument for an Asterisk),� Making Towns; 
Principles and Techniques (Publication for the University of Maryland, January 1995)



McGuireWoods provides an array of business and litigation support.  
Dan and his team provide the following services:

Project Planning
�	Charrette Management

�	Environmental & Land Use Permit Anticipation & Planning

�	Strategic Planning for Agency & Public Interaction

�	Identi�cation of Roadblocks for Unusual Designs or Systems

Entitlements with Local Engineering & Legal Team Members
�	Zoning: Drafting Replacement Codes, Creating Proposed Zoning, Strategic Assistance in 

the Process of Zoning

�	Dealing with Subdivision, Regional Plans & Other Regulatory Roadblocks

�	Negotiating with Fire & Department of Transportation Of�cials

�	Permitting for Waste Water Discharge, Water Intake & Reclaimed Water Use

�	Resolving Environmental Impact Statement, Wetland, Endangered Species & Archaeological 
Issues

Contracts
�	Real Estate Purchase

�	Financing

�	Waste Water, Solid Waste & Water Contracts

�	Power (Grid & Distributed), and Gas (with Utilities Team)

�	Voice, Video & Data

�	New Technologies (Licensing, Installation, etc.) 

Relationship Documents
�	Covenants & Restrictions/Community Codes

�	Conservation Easements

�	Industrial Ecology Contracts

�	Homeowner Association Documents

�	Condominium Documents (with Real Estate Team)

�	Joint Development Agreements

�	Intellectual Property Agreements (with Intellectual Property Team)

Business & Litigation Support



New Urban & Smart Growth Projects
Dan has worked for a decade and a half on New Urban and Smart Growth projects (traditional 
neighborhood developments and transit-oriented developments) in most regions of the 
country.   Having worked on smaller in�ll, as well as large-scale projects with thousands of 
homes and several million square feet of commercial space, he represents both developers 
and localities.

For developers, he helps obtain environmental and land use entitlements, drafts code 
provisions to propose to the governing locality, drafts the community code imposed through 
the covenants and restrictions, drafts homeowner association documents, and performs other 
tasks.  For localities, he helps identify code provisions that interfere with New Urban or 
sustainable projects, and crafts codes that encourage or require New Urban or more sustainable 
developments with practical �exibility for the development community. 

Dan has been the legal team leader for the land use and entitlement process for several new 
towns widely recognized as part of the cutting edge for the application of New Urban and green 
development principles.  He has worked for the Department of Energy and FEMA in relocating 
�ooded towns in the Midwest; worked with the State of Mississippi on Katrina recovery; 
and assisted in various aspects of the development or permitting of other new communities 
in California, Iowa, Virginia, Florida, Arizona, South Carolina, North Carolina, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut and other states.  He speaks nationally on 
removing or overcoming legal impediments to innovative and responsible development.

Sustainable Development
Dan has had the opportunity to work with some of the country�s top experts on eco-industrial 
development, and has assisted in the creation of parks in Mississippi and Virginia, as well as the 
exploration of many others.  He assists in the set up of the parks, the drafting of their covenants 
and restrictions, and the drafting of contracts de�ning many of the industrial relationships within 
the parks.  Dan wrote the �legal� and �power� chapters of the recently published Eco-industrial 
Strategies-Unleashing Synergy Between Economic Development and the Environment.

Dan has helped develop green programs for new communities, and has facilitated regional 
discussions of complex and controversial environmental issues.  He has assisted in brown�elds 
redevelopment, as well as large-scale historic and open space preservation and restoration 
programs.

Permitting 
Dan has been working with clients in obtaining land use and environmental permits for nearly 
two decades.  He assists clients with large-scale projects such as new rail lines, theme parks, 
power facilities, ports and towns, with obtaining the necessary zoning, wetland permits and 
other approvals.  Dan helps clients plan and execute their permitting strategies, works with 
their consultants to solve problems, and guides clients through complex compliance analysis.  
He also assists them in responding to enforcement actions by state and federal regulators.  
He helps clients deal with regulatory strategies and public interactions regarding historical 
resources, endangered species and environmental impact analysis.

Utilities & Essential Services
From his other practices, Dan has drawn a somewhat unusual level of experience in the 
emerging �eld of �connectivity.�  He has drafted contracts for the delivery of voice, video 
and data services to new communities and multifamily projects; and has assisted developer 
clients in dealing with numerous new issues of licensing, service/product bundling, and the 
challenges of dealing with an entirely new community �utility� structure. He works with clients 
in developing new, more sustainable approaches to utility structure and operation.

Having worked with the power industry for more than a decade, Dan has served as counsel 
for the environmental and land use permitting in the construction of many power production 
facilities in Virginia and other states, ranging from small, distributed energy facilities to large-
scale, cogeneration and merchant plants.  He has been lender�s counsel for the environmental 
and land use aspects of numerous other projects.

He has worked across the country on the analysis of dozens of inside-the-fence and hydro 
projects in connection with their construction, acquisition or sale.  He has successfully dealt 
with acrimonious local land use issues in connection with alternative fuel use in Michigan, 
and has assisted clients in analyzing air regulations applicable to power production facilities 
in Bulgaria.

Practice Areas



Coffee Creek Center:  Chesterton, Indiana.  McGuireWoods has drafted a detailed community 
code to implement New Urban and sustainable development principles for this large-
scale project.  The �rm also set up arrangements for an innovative central park owned by 
environmental groups, and advised the project regarding wetland banking, voice, video 
and data contracts, and eco-industrial approaches.  McGuireWoods has assisted in the 
adjustment of zoning designations and dedication of unusual road arrangements.  The 
�rm has assisted with drafting and negotiating utility agreements, sale documents, and 
homeowner and commercial association documents.

Haymount: Caroline County, Virginia.  Haymount was one of the �rst New Urban projects 
proposed in the United States, and in 1988, the �rst in Virginia.  McGuireWoods handled 
all of the land use and environmental planning for this project.  This involved preparation 
of new provisions for Caroline County�s Comprehensive Plan, modi�cation of the zoning 
ordinance to allow Traditional Neighborhood Development, and extensive negotiations 
with the Department of Transportation regarding New Urban streets.  The �rm has managed 
wetlands, endangered species and archaeological issues for this community, as well as 
advised on voice, video, data and distributed power issues.  McGuireWoods  negotiated 
water and waste water contracts and the �nancing for the project; drafted homeowner 
association documents and a community code (implementing the architecture and design 
codes as well as sustainable development features); and assisted with intellectual property 
issues.

Cape Charles Sustainable Technology Park:  Cape Charles, Virginia.  McGuireWoods 
represented the joint city and county IDA in resolving land use issues, and developing 
a unique set of regulations for a new sustainable technology park (imposed through 
covenants and restrictions).

Pier 19:  Anderson, South Carolina.  McGuireWoods assisted in crafting a property owner 
association, and advised and created a concession agreement for the project�s central park 
(with the local town who leased park area from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers). 

Peninsula: Iowa City, Iowa.  McGuireWoods created and led a team in drafting innovative 
homeowner association documents for this New Urban community.

Stonehouse: Chesapeake County, Virginia.  McGuireWoods negotiated a voice, video and 
data contract for a single provider to the entire community.

New Pattonsburg, Missouri.  McGuireWoods drafted covenants and restrictions to implement 
zoning, subdivision and building code regime for a new town using New Urban and 
sustainable development principles.  This was an AIA project funded by DOE and 
FEMA.

Belmont Bay, Virginia.  McGuireWoods drafted an innovative approach to the homeowner/
commercial property owner association for this New Urban community.

Suffolk, Virginia.  McGuireWoods assisted in the review and evaluation of drafts of the City 
Uni�ed Development Ordinance to assure that there were no impediments to development 
of traditional neighborhood projects.

Covington, Georgia.  McGuireWoods analyzed zoning and subdivision code for the 
developer, identi�ed project impediments, and proposed and presented to the town a 
strategy for the fastest rezoning of a proposed New Urban project.

Reston, Virginia.  McGuireWoods obtained innovative wetland permits to complete 
construction of the community.

California Project.  McGuireWoods was part of a team that drafted a proposed detailed zoning 
code for an unannounced large-scale project implementing traditional neighborhood 
design and sustainable development.

County of Albemarle, Virginia.  McGuireWoods was part of the team that prepared the award-
winning Development Area Initiatives Study, which examined existing impediments to 
traditional neighborhood development, and strategies for implementing TND programs.  

Center for Chesapeake Communities.  McGuireWoods analyzed ordinances for towns 
in Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania to facilitate introduction of New Urban and 
sustainability provisions.

New Town:  Williamsburg, Virginia.  McGuireWoods has assisted in the drafting of the property 
association documents for the town center.  McGuireWoods designed the arrangements 
for centralized parking managed by the association.

Representative Projects



Glenwood Park:  Atlanta, Georgia.  McGuireWoods drafted the property owner association 
documents for this New Urban and sustainable development project.

East Beach:  Norfolk, Virginia.  McGuireWoods is part of the team that drafted the homeowner 
association documents.

Trussville Springs:  Trussville, Alabama.  McGuireWoods assisted in the rezoning of this New 
Urban project, as well as the creation of the property owner association documents.

Miles Point:  St. Michaels, Maryland.  McGuireWoods assisted in the code revisions and 
development of the community code for this project, and has drafted the property owner 
association documents.

Pennterra:  Middlesex Township, Pennsylvania.  McGuireWoods was part of the zoning team, 
and drafted the development agreement and property owner association documents for 
this project, as well as key transactions documents.

Edenton, North Carolina.  McGuireWoods has assisted in the purchase and initial planning 
and permitting of this project, and is drafting the community governance documents.

East Bay: Callaway, Florida.  McGuireWoods assisted in the initial planning, permitting and 
zoning revisions for this project, and has drafted the community governance documents 
as well as real estate sales documents.

Noisette: North Charleston, South Carolina.  McGuireWoods assisted in developing the 
master plan and utility strategy for this project and surrounding area and was part of the 
team drafting the community governance documents.

Hercules, California. On behalf of the town, McGuireWoods assisted in dealing with con�icts 
regarding street widths and the �re code.

Burns Harbor, Indiana. McGuireWoods assisted in developing the master plan for this New 
Urban project, and prepared the homeowners association documents.

Vintage Village, Lubbock, Texas. McGuireWoods assisted in the rezoning of this New Urban 
project, as well as with the creation of its guild documents, property owner governance 
documents, and transaction documents.

Cherry Hill, Pennsylvania. McGuireWoods drafted a new section of the zoning code to 
permit Traditional Neighborhood Development.

Tree Hill Farm:  Henrico County, Virginia. McGuireWoods is leading the zoning and assisting 
in the preparation of the neighborhood code of this TND.

Allegan, Michigan. McGuireWoods helped prepare a new form-based zoning ordinance.

Tradition, Mississippi. McGuireWoods prepared property owner association documents.

Grif�n Park:  Greenville, South Carolina. McGuireWoods prepared property owner association 
documents.

Galisteo Preserve:  New Mexico. McGuireWoods prepared the documents supporting this 
mixed TND/conservation community and its creation of large open spaces for public 
use.

Mountainside Village:  Victor, Idaho. McGuireWoods prepared property owner association 
documents.

Roseland:  Chester�eld County, Virginia. McGuireWoods is assisting in zoning this proposed 
TND.

Harborpoint:  Apalachicola, Florida. McGuireWoods has been assisting the zoning and 
preparation of the zoning and the neighborhood code for this TND.

Ruskin Place:  Fayetteville, Arkansas. McGuireWoods has been assisting in the planning and 
zoning, and preparation of the neighborhood code for this TND.

Perkins Rowe:  Baton Rouge, Louisiana. McGuireWoods has been assisting in the preparation 
of the community governance documents.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana. McGuireWoods has been assisting in the zoning strategy and 
preparation of the community governance documents for this proposed TND.

Sky:  Calhoun County, Florida. McGuireWoods has been assisting in the zoning and 
development strategy for this TND.

Leeland Station:  Stafford County, Virginia. McGuireWoods has drafted a new zoning section 
to allow a transit-oriented community and has been leading the rezoning and participating 
in the preparation of the neighborhood code.

Upper Rock:  Montgomery County, Maryland. McGuireWoods has prepared the community 
operating agreement.
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